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The negotiations with the Emperor were still In being when
Parliament met once more In October 1566; met to face the
same situation as in 1563 - an unmarried Queen and an un-
settled succession. Elizabeth had merely prorogued the last
Parliament, not dissolved It; an unwise action, as things turned
out, for the Commons of 1563 came back with the sense that
they had been thwarted and fooled three years before. There
was no need for the 'restless heads' to waste time discovering
what support they could count on; they knew the temper of the
House. Nor were their tactics in doubt. Rumour beforehand
had been prophesying that there would be no supplies of money
if the Queen would not marry or proclaim a successor; and sure
^enough, when the committee for supplies was appointed, a
debate followed on the succession. For two mornings they
talked, coming to blows on the first day when the less venture-
some element tried to stop the debate and go home., while the
others were for locking the door and compelling them to con-
tinue. Councillor followed Councillor on Elizabeth's instruc-
tions, in a vain attempt to persuade the House that the Queen
really intended to marry. Nothing could stop them from ap-
pointing a committee to draft a petition, or from approaching
the Lords, who after some hesitation, finally agreed to join
them.

Elizabeth was so angry with her nobles that she railed at
them. The storm burst first on the Duke of Norfolk. Pembroke
Intervened to defend him, only to be told that he talked like a
swaggering soldier. Then, turning to Leicester, she said that If
all the world abandoned her, yet she had thought he would not
have done so. He swore that he would die at her feet. What has
that to do with the matter? she retorted. Rounding on North-
ampton, she told him that before he came mincing words with
her about marriage, he had better talk of the arguments which
got him his scandalous divorce and a new wife. She swept from
the room. Certain of the Lords - Leicester and Pembroke among
them - were excluded from the Presence Chamber. As for the
Commons, she told the Spanish ambassador that she did not
know what these devils wanted.